AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 ff4#, wherein the 
wiring extends through the inflation opening. 

3. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 ft4#, wherein the 
tube comprises an end supporting the light source. 

4. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 £f4ft, wherein the 
tube comprises an end that rests adjacent the closed inflation opening. 

5. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 further 
comprising a plurality of light sources connected via the wiring to the power source. 

6. (Original) The balloon apparatus of claim 5, wherein the wiring is 
configured to separate at least one of the light sources from an end of the tube. 

7. (Original) The balloon apparatus of claim 6, wherein the light sources are 
radially arranged relative to the tube end. 

8. (Currently Amended) Tho balloon apparatus of c l aim 1 , furthor compr i s i ng 
A balloon apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation opening that can be closed 
for keeping the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring connecting a 
power source to the light source, a tube through which the wiring extends, the tube 
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substantially entirely enclosed in the balloon, and a projection member configured to 
direct light from the light source. 

9. (Original) The balloon apparatus of claim 8, wherein the light source is 
mounted in the projection member. 

10. (Original) The balloon apparatus of claim 8, wherein the projection 
member comprises a surface having a shape that is projected by the light source 
through the balloon. 

1 1 . (Original) The balloon apparatus of claim 10, wherein the shape is defined 
by at least one of an aperture and a color. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) Tho bal l oon apparatus of claim 1 , furthor comprising 
A balloon apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation opening that can be closed 
for keeping the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring connecting a 
power source to the light source, a tube through which the wiring extends, the tube 
substantially entirely enclosed in the balloon, and a diffusion member configured to 
diffuse light from the light source. 

13. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 f£4fl, wherein the 
tube is configured to support an optical fiber adjacent the light source. 

14. (Currently Amended) Tho ba ll oon apparatus of c l aim 1, A balloon 
apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation opening that can be closed for 
keeping the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring connecting a power 
source to the light source, and a tube through which the wiring extends, the tube 
substantially entirely enclosed in the balloon, wherein the tube is configured to support a 
display member adjacent the light source. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 14 {f4^, wherein the 
display member comprises an edge through which light from the light source is 
transmitted. 

16. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 wherein at 
least one of the light source and the wiring comprises electroluminescent wire. 

17. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 20 {f44}, wherein the 
light source comprises a black light source. 

18. (Currently Amended) A kit for constructing the balloon apparatus of claim 
£0 M. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) Tho ba ll oon apparatus of claim 19 A balloon 
apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation opening that can be closed for 
keeping the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring connecting a power 
source to the light source, a tube through which the wiring extends, and one or more 
members configured for show within the balloon, wherein the tube supports at least one 
of the one or more members, wherein the one or more members configured for show 
comprise at least one of a projection member, a diffusion member, a flag, an optical 
fiber, and a display member. 

21. (Currently Amended) Tho ba l loon apparatus of claim 19 A balloon 
apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation opening that can be closed for 
keeping the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring connecting a power 
source to the light source, a tube through which the wiring extends, and one or more 
members configured for show within the balloon, wherein the tube supports at least one 
of the one or more members, w herein at least one of the light source, the wiring, and 
the one or more members configured for show comprise electroluminescent wire. 



Serial No. 10/797,251 



Page 6 of 17 



22. (Currently Amended) A kit for constructing the balloon apparatus of claim 

nam 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 26 ff23ft wherein the 
closure member comprises a clip. 

25. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 26 f{23# wherein the 
device comprises a tube through which the wiring extends. 

26. (Currently Amended) Tho ba l loon apparatus of cla i m 23 A balloon 
apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation neck, a closure member configured 
to close the neck to keep the balloon inflated, a light source inside the balloon, wiring 
connecting a power source outside the balloon to the light source, and a device 
extending through the closed neck and supporting at least a portion of the wiring, the 
device being moveable by a user to thereby move the light source in the balloon, 
wherein the light source comprises at least one of a light-emitting diode, an optical fiber, 
and electroluminescent wire. 

27. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 26 f{23ft wherein the 
light source comprises a black light source. 

28. (Currently Amended) The balloon apparatus of claim 26 ff23ft further 
comprising electroluminescent wire comprised by at least one of the light source and 
the wiring. 

29. (Currently Amended) Tho ba ll oon apparatus of cla i m 23 furthor compr i s i ng 
A balloon apparatus comprising a balloon having an inflation neck, a closure member 
configured to close the neck to keep the balloon inflated, a light source inside the 
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balloon, wiring connecting a power source outside the balloon to the light source, a 
device extending through the closed neck and supporting at least a portion of the wiring, 
the device being moveable by a user to thereby move the light source in the balloon, 
and configured for show inside the balloon, at least one of a projection member, a 
diffusion member, a flag, an optical fiber, and a display member. 

30. (Currently Amended) A kit for constructing the balloon apparatus of claim 
26 {{23]}. 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) Tho k i t of c l a i m 31 furthor compr i sing A kit for 
making a balloon apparatus, the kit comprising a light source inserted or insertable 
within a balloon having an opening through which the balloon is inflatable, a power 
source connected or connectable to the light source via conductive wiring, a tube 
through which the wiring is extended or extendable, the tube configured to fit inside the 
balloon and support the light source when the balloon is inflated and the opening is 
sealed, and at least one of a projection member, a diffusion member, a flag, an optical 
fiber, and a display member inserted or insertable in the balloon. 

33. (Currently Amended) A kit for making a balloon apparatus, the kit 
comprising: 

a light source inserted or insertable into a balloon, the balloon having a neck 
through which the balloon is inflatable, the neck being sealable to keep the balloon 
inflated; 

a gas-tight tube through which [[th e ]] wiring extends or is extendable, the tube 
having one end inserted or insertable into the balloon and configured to support the light 
source, the tube further configured to extend outside the balloon when the balloon is 
inflated and the neck is sealed; 

a clip for sealing the neck; and 
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a sleeve that fits over the tube and is configured to support the clip to prevent 
deflation of the balloon when the clip is applied to the neck, the sleeve further 
configured to permit movement of the tube by a user to move the light source within the 
inflated balloon. 

34. (Original) The kit of claim 33 further comprising a power source connected 
or connectable to the light source via wiring. 

35. (Original) The kit of claim 33 further comprising at least one of a projection 
member, a diffusion member, a flag, an optical fiber, and a display member inserted or 
insertable in the balloon. 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4J. f{3§fl further comprising 
inflating the balloon and sealing the neck. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37 wherein sealing the neck comprises 
plugging the tube. 

39. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of cla i m 37 A method of constructing a 
balloon apparatus, the method comprising extending wiring through a tube, electrically 
connecting the wiring between a light source and a power source, inserting the light 
source and at least one end of the tube into a balloon through a neck through which the 
balloon is inflatable, inflating the balloon, and sealing the neck, wherein sealing the neck 
further comprises fitting a gasket over the tube, a sleeve over the gasket, the neck over 
the sleeve, and a clip over the neck. 

40. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of c l aim 36 furthor compr i sing A method 
of constructing a balloon apparatus, the method comprising extending wiring through a 
tube, electrically connecting the wiring between a light source and a power source. 
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inserting the light source and at least one end of the tube into a balloon through a neck 
through which the balloon is inflatable, and configuring the tube to be held at one end 
and moved to move the light source within the inflated balloon. 

41 . (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of claim 36 furthor compr i s i ng A method 
of constructing a balloon apparatus, the method comprising extending wiring through a 
tube, electrically connecting the wiring between a light source and a power source, 
inserting the light source and at least one end of the tube into a balloon through a neck 
through which the balloon is inflatable, and inserting into the balloon at least one of a 
diffusion member, a flag, an optical fiber, and a display member. 

42. (Currently Amended) Tho mothod of c l a i m 36 A method of constructing a 
balloon apparatus, the method comprising extending wiring through a tube, electrically 
connecting the wiring between a light source and a power source, inserting the light 
source and at least one end of the tube into a balloon through a neck through which the 
balloon is inflatable, wherein inserting at least one end of the tube into a balloon 
comprises: 

inserting the tube through a stabilizing collar; and 
inserting the collar through the neck. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 41 fj3€ft further comprising 
supporting the light source inside the balloon using the tube. 

44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Currently Amended) Tho apparatus of c l a i m A4 A balloon apparatus 
comprising a balloon having an inflation opening, and an electroluminescent light source 
applied to an outside portion of the balloon, wherein the balloon comprises a seam and 
a casing formed at the seam, the light source comprising electroluminescent wire inside 
the casing. 
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46. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 45 {{44ft further comprising a 
display member applied to a surface of the balloon, the display member comprising the 
light source. 

47. (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, further comprising a closure 
member configured for positioning about and closing the inflation opening to keep the 
balloon inflated. 

48. (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, further comprising a clip for 
sealing the neck, and a sleeve that fits over the tube and is configured to support the 
clip to prevent deflation of the balloon when the clip is applied to the neck, the sleeve 
further configured to permit movement of the tube by a user to move the light source 
within the inflated balloon. 

49. (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, further comprising a gasket 
configured to be fitted at least partially over the tube, a sleeve configured to be fitted at 
least partially over the gasket and positioned at least partially within the inflation 
opening, and a clip configured for positioning about and closing the inflation opening to 
keep the balloon inflated. 

50. (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, wherein the tube is entirely 
enclosed within the balloon. 

51 . (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, further comprising a stabilizing 
collar positioned at least partially within the balloon, the collar having a hole through 
which the tube extends. 

52. (New) The balloon apparatus of claim 20, wherein the tube comprises a 
heat-shrinkable material. 
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